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New Titles for Children and Young People
Agle, Nan (Hayden). Kate and the Apple Tree; illus. by Velma Ilsley. Seabury,
1965. 96p. $3.
When the advent of a new highway threatens the uprooting of a cher-
Ad ished apple tree, ten-year-old Kate takes the lead in saving the tree. She
3-5 approaches the authorities, gets a price on tree-moving, and spearheads a
money-raising project: an original ballet performance. The tree is moved
and survives. The writing style is easy, relationships are pleasant, and the
picture of community activity is wholesome; the story is weakened by a
lack of pace or momentum.
Avery, Gillian. To Tame a Sister; illus. by John Verney. Van Nostrand, 1964. 256p.
Trade ed. $3.50; Library ed. $3.37 net.
First published in Great Britain in 1961, a story set in 1865. Maggie and
Ad her two lively, mischievous younger brothers are invited to stay at the
7-9 country home of Cousin Hester. Cousin Hester is a stock comedy figure:
the wealthy, loquacious matron with literary pretensions and a languid
daughter on whom she dotes. The three young visitors are exposed to a
bevy of odd guests, Cousin Hester's "kindred souls"; the languid daughter
proves to be not so languid, and the rogue of a tutor is exposed and de-
ported with the help of the two boys. The humor of style and the exag-
gerated characters are entertaining; the comment on the social scene has
barbed aspects reminiscent of Wilde-and occasionally of Dickens-and
includes some highly improbable conversations.
Baker, Laura Nelson. The Dahlbe Family Horse; illus. by Paul E. Kennedy. Dial,
1964. 117p. $3.50.
A warm family story with good period details and with an affectionate
R portrayal of a Norwegian farming community. Sarah, ten, is worried about
4-5 Papa selling their old horse, Birdie, and buying one of the new automo-
biles; she keeps reminding her parents of family stories about Birdie. Papa
gets the car, but when Mama needs help with the new baby's arrival, she
sends Sarah-riding Birdie-to fetch Mrs. Sorenson. Sarah does save
Birdie: she asks for the old horse to be kept as her one Christmas wish,
and she is given Birdie for herself in a legal paper. Not overly sentimental,
but a touching story; the writing style is easy and natural, the characters
and their relationships seem real and tender.
[1]
Becker, John Leonard. Near-Tragedy at the Waterfall; illus. by Virginia Campbell.
Pantheon Books, 1964. 4 8p. Trade ed. $3.25; Library ed. $3.19 net.
A story that has a considerable amount of humor and that is attractively
M illustrated. It describes the first adventures of a family of baby ducks, in-
K-2 eluding the competitive relationship between father (Sir Francis Drake,
pure English stock) and Mrs. Duck (French on her mother's side, so the
ducklings were named Marie-Bain, Isolde, etc.). The sophisticated and
cheerful nonsense is appropriate for older children; the format and the
subject are suitable for the read-aloud audience, so that the book seems
not quite right for either group.
Benenson, Lawrence A. How a House Is Built; illus. by Richard Lewis. Criterion
Books, 1965. 12 8p. $3.50.
Written by an architect, a book that covers all aspects of the construc-
M tion and equipment of a house but that seems sadly inadequate in illustra-
6-9 tive material-especially in a book in which diagrams are not merely rele-
vant but necessary. There is for example, no diagram of a frame, no pic-
ture that shows what a blueprint looks like, no illustration of fireplace
construction. The material is adequately organized but not well written,
weakened by an occasional supercilious note ("You, my young reader, are
aware of . . ."), by a use of quotation marks for ordinary words, and by a
statement here and there that is susceptible to argument: "But since the
ceiling does not get dirty . . ." or "casement windows are difficult to
screen .... When opened, the window would hit the screen and knock it
over.
Bentel, Pearl Bucklen. Co-Ed Off Campus; decorations by Ray Abel. McKay, 1965.
181p. $3.50.
Beth, a freshman in a college that has a work-study program, comes to
Ad work in a Chicago settlement house. Her program is varied, and she finds
7-9 the work rewarding and challenging. When one of the young members
gets in trouble, Beth finds that the staff are patient and sympathetic in
helping young Flip clear his record and improve his opportunities. The
procedures and the program of an urban settlement house are interesting,
but the characters never come alive; Beth herself might be omitted from
the story with little change in the book. The writing style is quite pedes-
trian, with dialogue that frequently seems stilted. The value of the book is
in the background and, to a lesser extent, in the description of a work-
study program like that at Antioch.
Bethers, Ray. This Is Our World; story and pictures by Ray Bethers. St. Martin's,
1964. 47p. $2.95.
Intended as an introduction to geography, this is a text that is weak be-
NR cause it uses a sort of literary collage technique. The book is not too long,
3-4 it does not attempt to introduce too many general concepts, and it gives
correct facts. However, it skips quite superficially from place to place on
an imaginary trip around the world, devoting a double-page spread to
each stop: Argentina to South Georgia to Australia to South Africa. Each
[2]
double-page spread consists of a few sentences of text and three or four
drawings; both seem random choices. For example, the "Island of South
Georgia" shows seals on a beach, a whaling ship, a whale, and a pair of
penguins. The text reads, "Now we will travel in a whaling vessel, and
steam further south to the little island of South Georgia, far out in the
South Atlantic Ocean. It is always cold on this mountainous and snow-
covered island. There are no towns here, just a few whaling stations.
Further south still is the South Pole, where it is even colder." That
amount of text (even for a little island) cannot give the reader much
information; the pages on China and on Australia are equally brief.
Bigland, Eileen. Queen Elizabeth I. Criterion Books, 1965. 15 1p. $3.50.
A good biography of Elizabeth I, as much a description of the political
Ad intrigue of the Elizabethan age as it is a portrait of a shrewd and impres-
6-9 sive monarch. The author is sympathetic but not obsequious in her atti-
tude; the writing style is a bit heavy. The text has an occasional surprising
error-for example, in writing of Catherine Parr, Mrs. Bigland says, "This
second Catherine was a widow. ... ", Catherine of Aragon and Catherine
Howard having preceded her. Lively, however, and packed with drama;
the book is particularly interesting because it makes Elizabeth's motives
and reactions understandable.
Blair, Susie George. The Show Ring; Easter Pony Grows Up; photographs by
Tommy T. Kohara. Ariel, 1965. 49p. $2.95.
A good book about the breeding and training of ponies, plentifully illus-
R trated with photographs; this is a sequel to Easter Pony, in which Mrs.
3-6 Blair described raising the filly (born at Easter time) in her home. Al-
though the text follows to large extent the training and equipment used
for Easter Pony before and during her first show, it gives a broad picture
of the classes at a pony show and discusses the different training patterns
for animals that will be used as park ponies or cart ponies. Simply written,
informative, and not too technical for the middle-grades audience.
Blishen, Edward, ed. Miscellany One; with line drawings and color plates. Watts,
1965. 2 02 p. $7.95.
First published in England, an interesting and varied compilation of
R poems, pictures, short stories, and articles by contemporary artists and
6-9 writers, most of them British. Many of the writers are well-known in the
United States (Sutcliff, Baumann, MacPherson, Causley); others are less
familiar. The selections include school and family stories, historical fiction,
articles on birds and on skiing, autobiographical sketches, and humorous
pieces.
Bontemps, Arna Wendell. Famous Negro Athletes; illus. with photographs. Dodd,
1964. 155p. $3.25.
A collection of biographical sketches of Negro athletes, with emphasis
Ad on their accomplishments in the sports world but with a balanced atten-
6-9 tion paid to their personal lives. The subjects are Joe Louis, Sugar Ray
[3]
Robinson, Jackie Robinson, Satchel Paige, Willie Mays, Jesse Owens, Wilt
Chamberlain, Jim Brown, and Althea Gibson. The material has great
popular appeal; the book is weakened by florid writing: ". .. colored folk
sitting tensely before radios suddenly fell off their chairs with warm, fond
laughter" or "She played more like an exciting stranger from another
continent than a truant tomboy from a nearby neighborhood." A section
of photographs is included; an index is appended.
Butterworth, W. E. Fast Green Car. Norton, 1965. 2 05 p. Trade ed. $3.50; Library
ed. $3.28 net.
Tony Fletcher's father owned a trucking firm, and Tony thought small
M cars were just ridiculous-but he had to buy one for his new job in an ad-
7-9 vertising agency. When he got to Pensacola, Tony found that the agency
client's daughter was the same attractive girl he'd seen in New York.
Ellen also was a sports car enthusiast, and she became Tony's pit-boss
when he raced. The story has some light humor, but the plot is contrived
and is replete with trite situations and shallow characterization.
Caryl, Jean. Bones and the Smiling Mackerel; illus. by Jessica Zemsky. Funk and
Wagnalls, 1964. 151p. $2.95.
Bones, age twelve and a plump size sixteen, is sent to a summer camp
M that emphasizes culture. Bones views the prospect with dismay and the
5-6 camp itself with dubiety; he immediately falls afoul of the bullying Ches-
ter. As the summer progresses, Bones makes friends and enjoys camp life
more and more; he even becomes friendly with Chester when he gives the
other boy a chance to make a confession and clear his name by himself.
Chester has been discovered by Bones to be helping an outsider (the
owner of a chain of repertory theatres) in a plan to discredit the camp so
that the property would be sold cheaply. The writing style is casual, live-
ly, and occasionally trite, the characterizations tend to the stereotypical;
the story has some entertaining episodes, but the situation is patterned
and the involved sub-plot about the malfeasance of Chester seems in-
appropriate for a light-hearted story about a summer at camp.
Causley, Charles, ed. Modern Ballads and Story Poems; chosen and introduced by
Charles Causley; with drawings by Anne Netherwood. Watts, 1965. 128p.
$4.95.
First published in England under the title Rising Early, a companion
R volume to Dawn and Dusk (reviewed in the December 1964 issue). This
7- anthology also has been compiled with discrimination and also has variety
in its selections. Mr. Causley has written a brief, interesting introduction;
an author index and an index of first lines are appended.
[4]
Clarke, Arthur Charles. Indian Ocean Treasure; by Arthur C. Clarke and Mike
Wilson; illus. with photographs and maps. Harper, 1964. 147p. Trade ed.
$3.50; Library ed. $3.27 net.
Amply illustrated with photographs in black and white, a companion
R volume to Indian Ocean Adventure. Although the title page does not
6- specify this, the writer is Mr. Clarke, the photographer Mr. Wilson; Mr.
Clarke's experienced style and the immediacy of his first-person account
of the treasure hunt enhance the facts. In 1961, the authors found evidence
of a sunken and treasure-laden ship; not until 1963 were they able to re-
turn to the site, off the coast of Ceylon, to explore fully. This is a true ad-
venture story as exciting as the author's science fiction.
Cohn, Angelo. Careers with Foreign Languages. Walck, 1963. 110p. illus. (Careers
for Tomorrow). $3.50.
A very good career guidance book, outlining in considerable detail the
R varied opportunities for using second languages in widely diverse careers.
7-12 The writing style is crisp and business-like, with a restrained enthusiasm
for the pleasure of being able to communicate freely in a foreign language.
The final chapter discusses academic preparation and salaries; a reading
list, a list of sources of information, and an index are appended.
Colman, Hila. The Boy Who Couldn't Make Up His Mind; pictures by Sheila
Greenwald. Macmillan, 1965. 26p. Trade ed. $2.95; Library ed. $3.24 net.
A short and simply written story for the independent reader, nicely con-
M structed and appealing in the familiarity of theme, but static in style and
2-4 inconclusive in development. Joel is a small boy who can't make up his
mind about anything, much to the inconvenience-or irritation-of those
around him. When Joel shifts and changes in trying to make a decision
about his birthday present, he provokes his parents into action. No present
is there on his birthday, because he couldn't make up his mind. Pleasantly
but firmly he is told that he may have whatever he decides, but he him-
self must decide. Joel chooses his bike and tells his friends he picked it out
all by himself. There is no indication that any permanent impact has been
made.
Coolidge, Olivia E. People in Palestine. Houghton, 1965. 212p. $3.50.
Seven stories are included in the volume, all being set in Palestine be-
R tween the time of the birth of Jesus and the year 66 A.D. The tales give a
7- vivid picture of the religious and political complications of the period;
each story is complete and detailed in itself, and together the stories have
remarkable impact. One episode, for example, describes a beggar who has
regained his sight and, being unfit for manual labor, turns to stealing;
when he is caught, even his fellow criminals do not accept him. Only as he
is about to be killed does he find another human being who is sympa-
thetic: the young Jewish rabbi who is being crucified at the same time.
[5]
Corbett, Scott. The Baseball Trick; illus. by Paul Galdone. Atlantic, Little,
Brown, 1965. 105 p. $3.25.
A sequel to four previous "Trick" books about Kerby and his friends,
Ad again with a fanciful touch supplied by the intercession of Kerby's myster-
4-6 ious benefactor, Mrs. Graymalkin. Kerby's team is challenged; Kerby's
pal Fenton can pitch but he never gets a hit; and Kerby's dog is dejected
because he has feelings of inferiority. Mrs. Graymalkin's suggestion for a
potion works wonders all around. The mixture of realism and fantasy is
quite palatable, since the writing style is light and humorous; the passages
about Waldo, the dog, are a bit heavy with whimsy.
Darbois, Dominique. Noriko; Girl of Japan; story and photographs by Dominique
Darbois. Follett, 1964. 48p. (Children of the World Books). $1.95.
A text in present tense describes the activities of Noriko, a charming
Ad little girl living in Kyoto, on a school day and on a holiday. As in Cavan-
4-6 na's Noko of Japan, the photographic illustrations give the reader views of
Japanese architecture, of houses and gardens, of the two kinds of clothing
worn, of holiday customs and ceremonial rites. The text is simply written,
but the total effect is heavy, probably because Noriko's schedule is packed
with events. The format is good: large pictures, large print, plenty of
space.
Darling, Louis. The Gull's Way; photographs and illustrations by the author. Mor-
row, 1965. 86p. Trade ed. $6.50; Library ed. $5.49 net.
A fascinating report on a summer spent in observing a nest of herring
R gulls on a Maine island used by sea birds as a breeding ground. The pho-
6-10 tographs are excellent, the writing style is fluid; the author gives factual
observations with objectivity and he describes his reactions to the birds
and to the island with grace and sensitivity. Although Mr. Darling's em-
phasis is on one gull family, he records in considerable detail the patterns
of behavior of the whole community of gulls and the relationship between
the gulls and other kinds of birds.
De Angeli, Marguerite (Lofft). Turkey for Christmas; written and illus. by Mar-
guerite De Angeli. Westminster, 1965. 4 8p. $2.95.
A warm family story set in the early part of the century, with illustra-
R tions in perfect accord. Because Martha, the oldest of the five children, has
3-5 been in the hospital a long time, family finances are depleted and the
children must choose between having a turkey or having presents. Thir-
teen-year-old Bess is the central character; it is through her realization of
the real meaning of Christmas that the author speaks. The story is imbued
with sentiment rather than with sentimentality; the book has an appealing
felicity of period detail. A revised and newly-illustrated edition of a 1944
title.
[6]
Dillon, Eilis. The Sea Wall; illus. by W. T. Mars. Farrar, 1965. 139p. $2.95.
A story set on a small Irish island, written in a fine, lively style and with
R well-maintained pace. As in the author's other books, the great appeal is
6-9 in the colorful characters of the close-knit rural Irish community. Almost
thirty years ago, the island had been flooded by a wave from the sea; only
John and Pat believe old Sally when she predicts another seiche. And
even the stubborn islanders refuse to repair the sea wall . . . but Sally
sends the boys off on a secret mission to Galway, they entice an engineer
to return with them and the wall is saved. The setting is appealing and the
gentle humor is delightful.
Epstein, Beryl (Williams). Lucky, Lucky White Horse; pictures by Mia Carpen-
ter. Harper, 1965. 5 9p. Trade ed. $2.95; Library ed. $2.92 net.
Although set in 1916, this pleasant story for girls is embellished with
R period details in the illustrations more than in the text. On the day that her
3-5 family moved to Columbus, Ellen learned of the superstition about count-
ing one hundred white horses. A shy child, Ellen resolved that she would
for once do something alone, rather than waiting for her dominating
cousin Hetty to take the lead. In order to count her hundred horses, Ellen
changed her daily pattern; when she came to the lucky hundredth horse,
she did indeed find something wonderful-a new friend. The theme of the
child who gains courage or achieves self-reliance while working for a
specific goal is not rare, but it is always appealing-especially when it is,
as here, given a realistic setting with warm personal relationships.
Ernst, John, ed. Favorite Sleuths; illus. by Harvey Kidder. Doubleday, 1965. 32 2 p.
$3.95.
A good anthology of mystery stories, each of the ten by a well-known
R writer; the stories have as their protagonists such stellar sleuths as Perry
7- Mason, Peter Wimsey, Nero Wolfe ... the super novae of detective fiction.
The stories have been selected with discrimination from works published
over the last three decades.
Estrada, Doris. Periwinkle Jones; illus. by Jo Ann Stover. Doubleday, 1965. 93p.
$2.75.
A ten-year-old girl comes to visit her cousin, who lives on a farm in
M Oklahoma; Periwinkle has a vivid imagination, and she easily (too easily)
5-6 convinces her cousin Oscar and his friend Sam of any far fetched theory
that occurs to her. She persuades the boys that an elderly local bachelor is
the last Arapaho; pirates have been digging for treasure, a man is being
held prisoner in a nearby cave; the tiny bones in the deserted cave are hu-
man bones that have been shrunk, and so on. There is a certain amount of
humor in the glib intricacies that stream from Periwinkle, but the gullibil-
ity of the two boys is not believable; the lack of a story line further weak-
ens the book, which might have been far more effective were there some
continuity of plot.
[7]
Evans, Eva (Knox). The Snow Book; with illus. by Aldren A. Watson. Little, 1965.
72p. $3.25.
A simply written and pleasantly illustrated book in which the author
Ad discusses the formation of snow, the study of snowflakes, various means of
3-5 travel in snow, snow clearance, snow sports, igloos and parkas, snow as
plant protection, etcetera. While useful, the text seems a random putting-
together of bits of information. A brief index is appended.
Foster, Genevieve (Stump). The World of Columbus and Sons; illus. by the au-
thor. Scribner, 1965. 406p. Trade ed. $5.95; Library ed. $5.09 net.
A book that spans three-quarters of a century-beginning in the middle
R of the fifteenth century. The author gives, in vignettes of varying length
6-9 and unvarying brilliance, a series of concentrated and detailed episodes
that give a broad picture of the important events and people of those
complicated years. The result is a sort of tapestry in prose: a huge canvas
in which one can see only a few details at a time or can see the whole
intricate effect of the total. Wonderfully lively and informative. An ex-
tensive index is appended.
Freeman, Mae (Blacker). Stars and Stripes; The Story of the American Flag;
illus. by Lorence Bjorklund. Random House, 1964. 53p. Trade ed. $1.95;
Library ed. $2.19 net.
A book that gives a good deal of information in a simple, succinct, occa-
Ad sionally choppy style. The blue-printed text with red topic headings is
3-5 appropriate for the subject, but a bit distracting; illustrations are good.
The text gives some historical background, describes some of the early
flags, mentions the Betsy Ross story as a probability rather than an estab-
lished fact, and gives a quick survey of the addition of stars as the new
states joined the union. The dates of entries into statehood are given
chronologically in an appended list; rules for use of the flag, an index,
and the words and music of the national anthem are also given.
Gaeddert, LouAnn. Noisy Nancy Norris; illus. by Gioia Fiammenghi. Doubleday,
1965. 63p. $3.25.
A read-aloud picture book with lively and colorful illustrations, and
R with an object lesson in moderate behavior that is made palatable by a
K-2 little exaggeration and quite a bit of humor. The character of Nancy has
an element of the demoniac Eloise, but only a trace and only in relation
to making noise. Threatened with eviction by an irate lessor, Nancy-
heretofore a screaming, banging noisemaker-becomes a quiet mouse. The
landlady proves to have a kind heart when she asks for a little less quiet
as a sign that Nancy isn't sick. Nancy obliges. With moderation.
Card, Joyce. Talargain. Holt, 1965. 251p. Trade ed. $3.75; Library ed. $3.45 net.
Set as a story within a modem story, this is a very well written tale of
R ancient England. Talargain, the hero, tells his adventures to Lucilla, who
6-9 has the "seeing eye." A foundling in seventh-century Northumbria, Talar-
gain had learned to swim with the seals, and it was the seals who saved
[8]
his life when he had learned his true identity and come home to save his
king. The fanciful element is skilfully woven into the colorful historical
background; characterization is good, and both the period details and the
friendship between Talargain and the seals are vivid.
Goodsell, Jane. Katie's Magic Glasses; illus. by Barbara Cooney. Houghton, 1965.
43p. Trade ed. $3.50; Library ed. $3.23 net.
A cheerful story, engagingly illustrated, about a five-year-old girl who
R gets glasses; the story is told in a casually successful combination of prose
K-3 and rhyme. Katie is near-sighted, and nobody realizes it until she has a
pre-school medical check; reluctant at first to wear glasses, Katie finds
with delight a new world of clear, detailed vision. The story stands on its
own, but should be enjoyed particularly by children who have shared
Katie's experience and should be encouraging to children who need cor-
rective glasses. The fact that the illustrations show, in several places, the
contrast between a scene and the blurred image that Katie has of that
scene makes the book very effective. The light tone and the assurance that
Katie remained her changeable five-year-old self keep the story from be-
ing obtrusively message-laden.
Gottlieb, Robin. Secret of the Unicorn; illus. by Mimi Korach. Funk and Wagnalls,
1965. 113p. $2.95.
Thirteen-year-old Nina and her cousin Polly become interested in uni-
Ad corns after seeing a tapestry at The Cloisters. Nina learns of the magic
5-7 curative power of a unicorn's horn and wishes that something like that
could help her convalescent father. The two girls unravel a mystery that
has to do with a unicorn tapestry-a family treasure-and through their
efforts the tapestry is found and Nina's father is stimulated enough to
regain the will to live. The New York background is interesting; the mys-
tery and the clues are nicely put together, although one or two episodes
seem slightly contrived. The weakest part of the story is in the exaggerated
characterization of adults: cross and grasping great-aunt Augusta who
dotes on her assorted cats, and timid, ineffectual Uncle Cecil.
Hano, Arnold. Sandy Koufax; Strikeout King. Putnam, 1964. 219p. $3.50.
A biography of Koufax that concentrates on game-by-game pitching
Ad through the 1963 World Series. The author writes candidly of the subject's
6-9 personality and of his performances on the mound, but the book is weak-
ened by flowery writing-intermittent but recurrent. It is also occasionally
enlivened by a felicitous phrase like, "Koufax threw steadily, and with
unerring inaccuracy."
Heavilin, Jay. Fast Ball Pitcher; illus. by Sam Kweskin. Doubleday, 1965. 143 p.
$2.95.
When the West High baseball coach is hospitalized, a new man comes
M to replace him, and Mr. Flagg proves to be a tough man with ideas of his
6-8 own. All the members of the team resent the fact that Flagg acts as though
19]
they were beginners-none more resentful than fast ball pitcher Scotty
Stewart. Although he complains, Scotty learns to co-operate, and in the
final game he pitches to a pennant by using the new technique Flagg has
taught him. The baseball sequences are adequate, the writing style is
pedestrian, the plot-especially in the denouement-is patterned.
Henry, Marguerite. White Stallion of Lipizza; illus. by Wesley Dennis. Rand
McNally, 1964. 115 p. Trade ed. $3.95; Library ed. $3.79 net.
The story of a baker's boy in Vienna whose imagination is captivated
Ad by the Lipizzaners; determined to become a Riding Master, Hans struggles
6-8 long and hard to achieve his goal. The story has a good deal of informa-
tion about the origin of the school, the training of the horses and the
riders, and details of performance. The book seems over-extended, how-
ever, with many incidents that do not contribute to the story line; the
writing style is pedestrian, the authenticity of detail about the horses
giving the book its chief value.
Hoban, Russell C. The Story of Hester Mouse Who Became a Writer; pictures
by Lillian Hoban. Norton, 1965. 4 7 p. Trade ed. $2.95; Library ed. $2.88
net.
Hester Mouse, caught and caged by a writer, taught herself to read;
Ad when the owl (under the impression that Hester Mouse was writing the
K-3 writer's work and that it was about the owl) threatened, Hester pre-
tended a rewrite job. She invented a narrative about the vain bird, using
the threat of chewing up the pages about him as a lever to gain immunity
for herself and her relatives. The concept seems too sophisticated and
the humor too subtle for the read-aloud audience; the story is weakened
by inconsistency within the fanciful framework, since Hester Mouse be-
lieves that her running a treadmill causes pages to emerge from a type-
writer although she is bright enough to have taught herself to read.
Holm, Anne. North to Freedom; tr. from the Danish by L. W. Kingsland. Har-
court, 1965. 190p. $3.50.
Translated from the Danish, the 1963 winner of the prize for the best
Ad Scandinavian children's book. Twelve-year-old David escapes from a
6-8 prison camp in eastern Europe, moving from his first objective in southern
Italy to Denmark, the prison guard who had helped him escape having
directed the boy to Denmark. The writing style is good, the psychological
insight into David's changing reactions is perceptive: as the boy meets
people, he slowly loses the suspicion and hostility engendered by his past
life. The fact that David speaks several languages proficiently enables
him to make his way with no directions and no money, this polylingual
fluency seeming not quite credible. The story is somewhat weakened by
the pat ending; David having met, quite by chance, a Danish artist in
Switzerland, sees a photograph and concludes (from the artist's remarks)
that it is of his mother. He reaches Copenhagen and finds her immediately.
[10]
Hooke, Nina Warner. The Seal Summer. Harcourt, 1964, 160p. illus. $3.95.
Miss Hooke describes with humor and affection the friendly seal, Sam-
Ad my, who spent the summer of 1961 in a cove of the English coast. The
7- photographic inserts are interesting, although quite a few are hazy; the
pages are a little heavy with small print. The writing style is good, occa-
sionally seeming overly discursive.
Hutchins, Ross E. This Is a Tree; photographs by the author. Dodd, 1964. 159p.
Trade ed. $3.50; Library ed. $3.23 net.
A really excellent book: authoritative, beautifully illustrated, and writ-
R ten in a straightforward style that communicates the author's pleasure in
7- natural botanical wonders. Mr. Hutchins gives full descriptions of plant
physiology and morphology; as in his other books, the text is sprinkled
with facts about unusual plants or plant habits. The concluding chapters
discuss the ways in which men use tree products and some of the ways
in which the animal world uses-or abuses-trees. An index is appended.
Jacobs, Flora Gill. A World of Doll Houses; illus. with 67 photographs. Rand
McNally, 1965. 14p. $3.50.
Amply illustrated with photographs of old doll houses, a book that
R describes many of the oldest and most elaborate doll houses of the past
4-6 several centuries. The text is divided by countries, not attempting to be
comprehensive, but describing some famous houses (many of them now
in museums) and their contents; frequently the description is accom-
panied by anecdotes about the houses or about their owners or builders.
The material is all historical, none of the doll houses being contemporary.
Johnson, James Ralph. Anyone Can Camp in Comfort; illus. by the author. McKay,
1964. 154p. $3.50.
An informally written and informative book, useful for the experienced
R camper and particularly useful and encouraging for the neophyte. The
7- author is not didactic and is modestly humorous; the chapters give gen-
eral information, specific advice, sources of supplies-often with com-
parative costs of equipment-and innumerable hints on safety, saving
trouble or money, and identifying potentially dangerous plants or animals.
Chapters discuss tents, bedding, foods, fires, insects, cold weather camp-
ing, etc. The author gives a list of campsites in the United States, Mexico,
and Canada, cites special features and rules in national forest camping,
and provides sources for further information. An index is appended.
Kavaler, Lucy. Mushrooms, Molds, and Miracles; The Strange Realm of Fungi.
Day, 1965. 318p. $6.50.
Often entertaining as well as informative, this is excellent science writ-
R ing for the layman: informal without being popularized. The material is
7- well-organized and the subject is handled authoritatively; chapters are
grouped by large areas-such as fungi and health, a topic to which five
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chapters are devoted. One of these, a chapter on LSD and other psyche-
delic drugs, is particularly good, an objective and quite full report. An
extensive bibliography and a good index are appended.
Laklan, Carli. Nurse in Training; illus. by John N. Barron. Doubleday, 1965. 144p.
$2.95.
A formula story about nursing, in which a student nurse adjusts to
M discipline, helps a fellow student, considers giving up her career, proves
7-9 to be cut out for the profession, and attracts the attention of a handsome
young doctor. The last chapter is entitled "Capping Day." Not bad writing,
but mediocre in style, patterned in plot, and superficial in characteriza-
tions.
Larrick, Nancy, comp. Piper, Pipe That Song Again! Poems for Boys and Girls;
illus. by Kelly Oechsli. Random House, 1965. 87p. $2.95.
A good anthology of poetry for the middle grades; while the selections
R are well suited to independent reading, they are also (with very few
3-6 exceptions) appropriate for reading aloud to younger children. Most of
the selections are the work of contemporary writers; much of the material
is humorous, many of the poems are about nature or about animals. The
black and white illustrations are attractive; there is no table of contents;
separate author and title indexes are appended.
Life Magazine. Weather; by Philip D. Thompson, Robert O'Brien, and the editors
of Life. Time, 1965. 196p. illus. $3.95.
This is certainly one of the best of the Life science series: comprehen-
R sive, written with clarity and eloquence, and unusually well-organized.
8- The illustrations are very good: interesting photographs and excellent
diagrams, carefully captioned. The authors discuss in detail the influences
of the sun, the atmosphere, the earth's shape and rotation, and the physical
geography of the earth as all of these affect weather. The section on hur-
ricanes is particularly good and has very clear maps and diagrams. Con-
sistently, the authors relate their material to people; they discuss research
on the effects of weather on people, and describe in detail the weather-
tracking and weather-predicting techniques used today. A bibliography
is appended; the scope of the text and the extensive relative index indicate
reference use.
McNeer, May Yonge. Profile of American History. Hammond, 1964. 123p. illus.
Trade ed. $3.50; Library ed. $3.39 net.
A highly-compressed survey, profusely illustrated with maps, and with
M separate map and text indexes; the book should have a limited reference
6-8 use. The limitation is due in part to an imbalanced treatment, some events
having fairly extensive coverage or being fictionalized while other material
is skimmed. Only three pages are devoted to "1910 and After," for example,
and the first of those three discusses only events prior to 1900. The text
is printed in two columns.
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Marteka, Vincent. Bionics; illus. by John Kaufmann. Lippincott, 1965. 157p. $4.25.
An excellent presentation of developments in the adaptation of bio-
R logical phenomena that can be used by man. Although much of the
7- zoological knowledge and the research discussed here have been written
about rather extensively, the compilation of facts in differing areas and
of experiments (and some accomplishments) in application of research
is quite impressive. In an easy and authoritative style, the author describes
such phenomena as echolocation, laminar flow, cold light, selective vision,
etcetera. The illustrative photographs and diagrams are adequate; an
index is appended.
Martini, Teri. Mystery of the Hard Luck House; illus. by Omar Davis. Criterion
Books, 1965. 153p. $3.50.
Pam and her friend Marcie, sixth graders, have heard gossip about an
M old, untenanted house and its history of bad luck. With two boys in their
5-7 class, they prowl the property and explore the history of the house; Pam
is dismayed when her parents buy the property. They are dismayed that
Pam believes the superstitious rumors. After conversation with an old
resident and a meeting with a former owner, the youngsters realize that
there are logical explanations for all the mysterious aspects about which
they have been gullible. The writing style is adequate, and family rela-
tionships are sound; characterization is shallow, with one overdrawn
adult character (a nasty elderly neighbor), and the plot seems contrived.
Matsuno, Masako. Taro and the Bamboo Shoot; A Japanese Tale; ad. from the
Japanese by Alice Low; illus. by Yasuo Segawa. Pantheon Books, 1964.
29p. $2.95.
A tall-tale picture book with some lovely illustrations; on some pages
R the text is printed in two columns with mildly distracting effect. Taro,
K-2 sent by his mother to get a bamboo shoot, tosses his coat over another
shoot which suddenly spurts upward like Jack's beanstalk. Taro climbs up
to rescue his coat and finds he is sky-borne; when the shoot is cut down
(it takes all night to crash) the top-or Taro-end is at the sea. The
villagers have heard about the sea, but have never before ventured that
far, so Taro's bamboo shoot brings new delights to all. Engagingly silly
and nicely told.
Mayne, William. Sand; illus. by Margery Gill. Dutton, 1965. 206p. Trade ed. $3.75;
Library ed. $3.71 net.
This may turn out to be one of those rare books that appeal to both
R boys and girls. Set in an English coastal village, this is a quite believable
6-9 family and small adventure story, colorfully-but not too quaintly-British.
Ainsley and his friends live in a town that is being taken over by blown
and shifting sand; naturally they spend time messing about. Ainsley, who
conducts a running cold war with his sister Alice, is inspired to an in-
genious ploy when he finds some enormous fossil remains that dwarf
Alice's treasured fossil lizard. The storyline and the pace are good; the
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most appealing aspects of the book are, however, in the dialogue-easy
and often very amusing-and in the perceptive characterization.
Mead, Margaret. Anthropologists and What They Do. Watts, 1965. 209p. Trade
ed. $3.95; Library ed. $2.96 net.
Three cheers for a lively, varied, and informative career guidance book.
R Miss Mead uses the interview technique to introduce some of the special-
7- ized fields and diversified techniques of anthropology; the effect is slight-
ly fragmented, but it is balanced by the smoothly-written major part of
the text. The author describes a day in her office and a typical day in the
field, gives biographical sketches of those anthropologists whose inter-
views were included, and gives excellent information for those interested
in a career in anthropology. A lengthy glossary and an index are ap-
pended; an extensive divided bibliography is included.
Merrill, Jean. High Wide and Handsome and Their Three Tall Tales; by Jean
Merrill and Ronni Solbert. Scott, 1964. 43p. illus. $3.50.
Delightfully illustrated, a Burmese version of a folk tale in which there
R are four tall tales, each of which is told by one of the animal characters.
K-3 High, Wide, and Handsome are a monkey, a pig, and a fox; they are lazy:
they "liked to hang around the rest house, because there was always the
chance that a traveler would treat them to a palm toddy or a nice dinner
in return for a story." When a flashily dressed dog drives up, the three
friends decide to trick him with a tall-tale contest. Their tales are brief
and nonsensical, but the wily dog easily bests the three hopeful connivers.
Meyer, Jerome Sydney. Sound and Its Reproduction; illus. by I. N. Steinberg.
World, 1964. 64p. Trade ed. $2.95; Library ed. $2.88 net.
A crisp and competent introduction to the topic, with simple, lucid
R explanations of the phenomena of sound: wave-length, frequency, speed,
5-8 amplitude, pitch, amplification, and ultrasonics. The text also discusses
quite fully musical tones and the reception and production of sound in
the human body. Mr. Meyer gives clear descriptions of the processes of
recording and reproducing in modern communications devices. Illustra-
tions are clear, although a few might be more fully labelled; an index is
appended.
Miller, Elizabeth K. Tell Me about Tokyo; illus. by Yasuo Kazama. Tuttle, 1964.
40p. $3.25.
A picture book that gives a sentence or a paragraph of information on
Ad each page; the black and white illustrations have interesting and authentic
K-3 details, but on some pages add little-for example, two animals are shown
on the two pages that pertain to a zoo. The text is poorly organized, but
it does succeed in giving the impression of a modem metropolis with
some facets that resemble city life anywhere and some that are peculiar
to Japan. The chief weakness of the book is in the omissions and im-
balances: boxing and wrestling are the only sports mentioned; Kabuki
is referred to, but not No theatre, etc.
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Miller, Eugenia. The Golden Spur; illus. by Leonard Everett Fisher. Holt, 1964.
142p. Trade ed. $3.50; Library ed. $3.27 net.
Set in Versailles at the onset of the French Revolution, a story with
Ad some historical background. Jacques is twelve, one of the many stable
5-7 boys in the royal establishment; he is devoted to Isabeau, a tawny mare.
In order to rescue Isabeau after she has been injured, Jacques goes to
Paris to buy her; he overhears a plot and races back to Versailles. The
journey kills Isabeau, but it saves the life of the king. The historical detail
is interesting, Jacques is a believable protagonist, and the story has unity;
the book is, however, very slow of pace.
Miller, Lisa. Sound; illus. by Tomie de Paola. Coward-McCann, 1965. 41p. Trade
ed. $2.95; Library ed. $2.86 net.
An introductory book about sound, with simple explanations given in
Ad informal style. The author discusses waves and wavelength, pitch, fre-
3-4 quency, amplitude, echo, and speed. The illustrations are in cartoon style,
black and white double-page spreads alternating with double-page
spreads in color; the drawings are lively but they are frequently more
decorative than informative, and a few of them may prove confusing.
Nash, Mary. Mrs. Coverlet's Detectives; with drawings by Garrett Price. Little,
1965. 15 4p. $3.75.
Another story about the three Persever children who are Mrs. Coverlet's
M charges; here the busy and precocious trio are summoned to New York
3-5 by their old friend Mrs. Dextrose-Chesapeake when her precious cat dis-
appears. Although the story is humorous and fanciful, it doesn't quite
come off: the children are a little too bright, the caricatures of adult char-
acters (Miss Marcia Mellow, the television star, Mr. Dextrose-Chesapeake,
the absent-minded amateur scientist) seem overdrawn, and the plot is
uneven in pace, with several episodes that seem contrived.
Ness, Evaline, illus. Tom Tit Tot; An English Folk Tale illus. by Evaline Ness.
Scribner, 1965. 27p. Trade ed. $3.25; Library ed. $3.12 net.
A very attractive picture book variation of the Rumpelstiltskin story,
R illustrated with sophisticated woodcuts that are both handsome and fun-
K-3 ny. The style of the retelling is delightfully right for the genre and ready-
made for storytelling or for reading aloud.
Newmark, John. To the Zoo in a Plastic Box; by John and George Newmark.
Random House, 1965. 240p. illus. $3.95.
An unusual book, diverting and instructive, written by two Britishers
R who discovered early in life that they enjoyed being amateur naturalists
7- and-being identical twins-they enjoyed outwitting the authorities. The
adventures of the Newmarks in collecting specimens are fascinating; the
writing style is breezy, the illustrations amusing. An entertaining book
for the general reader, a fascinating one for the reader interested in
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natural science-particularly in insects and reptiles. The final chapters give
suggestions for observing and collecting specimens: equipment, trapping,
caring for live specimens, safety precautions, etcetera.
Noshpitz, Joseph D. Understanding Ourselves; The Challenge of the Human
Mind. Coward-McCann, 1964. 114p. illus. (Challenge Books). $2.95.
Written by a psychiatrist specializing in work with children, a text that
Ad discusses most of the common problems of children and young people.
6-9 The explanations are simplified; the attitude is common sense. The style
is occasionally jocose or popularized; the text is accompanied by many
photographs, of which very few are informative. Dr. Noshpitz describes,
very briefly, the need for self-knowledge and the beginning and develop-
ment of the science of psychiatry; the ensuing chapters discuss such phe-
nomena as sibling rivalry, the sex role, relationships with each parent,
adolescent rebellion, and preparation for career and marriage. The gist of
his text is solid and authoritative; the style is weak. An index is appended.
Palmer, Edith. Tea Meeting Winner; illus. by Joan Balfour Payne. Hastings
House, 1964. 48p. $3.25.
Every year at the Tea Meeting-an annual picnic in Nova Scotia-
M Jane's Uncle Angus had won the contest playing his bagpipes. This year
3-5 a newcomer was going to play the harp; Jane was torn because she liked
both of the men and wanted both to win. However, at the last moment
a widow brought her three boys to the Tea Meeting, and their singing
took the prize, so everybody was pleased. A slight story-line is drawn out
here, and the dilemma is resolved in a pat way. There is a mild interest in
the setting, but the Nova Scotian background is weakly presented; the
illustrations and the writing style are pedestrian.
Parker, Edgar. The Question of a Dragon; illus. by the author. Pantheon Books,
1964. 40p. Trade ed. $3.25; Library ed. $2.99 net.
Illustrated with Mr. Parker's distinctive baroque style, an entertaining
SpR story in which the characters are animal and the behavior is human.
5-6 Indeed, the author is poking fun at the foibles of men: the pedantry of
the scholar, the gullibility of most people, the bravado of the military
leader. Three miscreants are given an opportunity to redeem themselves
by catching a dragon. Well, a reputed dragon. To foil the searchers and
gain glory, the military hero has contrived a mechanical dragon; the real
dragon dies of indigestion when it eats the imitation, and the perpetrator
is hoist by his own petard. The style is sophisticated, and some of the
innuendo may be missed by young readers, but much of the tongue-in-
cheek humor and all of the exaggeration will be relished by them.
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Peterson, Harold L. Forts in America; illus. by Daniel D. Feaser. Scribner, 1964.
64p. Trade ed. $3.50; Library ed. $3.31 net.
Illustrated with meticulously detailed drawings, a good book by the
R Staff Historian of the National Park Service; much of the text duplicates
5-9 material in Colby's Historic American Forts, but the approach and the
coverage differ enough to make both books extremely useful. The writing
style is straightforward, text and illustration are well co-ordinated, and
the indexing is thorough.
Polland, Madeline A. Mission to Cathay; illus. by Peter Landa. Doubleday, 1965.
228p. $3.50.
The story of a Catholic priest in sixteenth-century China is interwoven
M with the story of the orphaned servant boy he has picked up in Macao.
6-9 The boy doesn't even know his name, but he finds that there is something
disturbing in Siuching . . . something familiar. He makes friends with a
boy who turns out to be a girl in disguise-in fact, Jade turns out to be
the boy's long-lost sister and the boy is recognized as the long-lost nephew
of the governor of the province, the man who has permitted the priest
to settle in Siuching. The background is colorful, the characters super-
ficially drawn; the plot seems overextended and has some facets that are
contrived.
Poole, Lynn. Electronics in Medicine; by Lynn and Gray Poole; illus. with photo-
graphs. McGraw-Hill, 1964. 160p. $3.75.
A most interesting report on the marvels of electro-medicine, well-
R organized and written in a straightforward, crisp style. The authors, after
7- a general discussion of the four areas of electronic medicine (diagnosis,
therapy, basic research, and medical research) describe with brevity and
clarity the specific devices or machines and their uses. Some of the diag-
nostic and therapeutic equipment is fairly familiar-such as the X-ray
machine or the electrocardiograph-and some new and exciting, such as
ultrasonic diagnostic machines or telemetric control. A brief glossary and
and an index are appended.
Potter, Marian. Milepost 67. Follett, 1965. 224p. Trade ed. $3.25; Library ed.
$3.30 net.
A good period story, set in 1922, about a railroad man's family near
R St. Louis, the central character being ten-year-old Evaline. The book has
5-7 no story line, but the realistic episodes and the felicity of detail should
sustain interest; the story carries the tenuous theme of a possible family
move, but the episodes are less tied together by a story line than by the
vividly created rural background and distinctive characters.
Ray, Mary. The Voice of Apollo; illus. by Enrico Amo. Ariel, 1965. 190p. $3.25.
First published in Great Britain, a most moving story set in ancient
R Greece. The orphaned Phaedon tells of the oracular decision that sent him
7-10 away from the home of his uncle and separated him from his cousin and
best friend, Charilos. At the Temple of Apollo in Delphi, the young
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Phaedon grows up to become a poet and a musician; when the Games
are held at Delphi, Charilos comes to compete as an athlete and the two
old friends meet. The setting is vividly and convincingly evoked; the
book has unity and (after a slow start) sustained pace, good style, and
a fascinating picture of the life of the temple community.
Reggiani, Renee. Five Children and a Dog; tr. from the Italian by Mary Lambert
and Anne Chisholm; illus. by Margot Tomes. Coward-McCann, 1965.
250p. $3.95.
Translated from the Italian, an engaging story about a band of children
Ad who attach themselves to a good and gentle man, Turi. When Turi leaves
5-7 their small Sicilian village to study music in Milan, the children (four
boys of assorted ages, and one girl) follow him. By diverse arrangements
and contrivances, the friends earn their living and have a brief success
as a performing troupe-brief, but lucrative enough to permit all of them
to choose their divergent paths. The writing style is good; the plot is not
always convincing and the action telescopes at the close of the story;
characterization is very good.
Riedman, Sarah Regal. Benjamin Rush; Physician, Patriot, Founding Father; by
Sarah H. Riedman and Clarence C. Green; illus. with photographs. Abe-
lard-Schuman, 1964. 244p. $4.50.
A very good biography of an outstanding figure of the American Revo-
R lution, well-researched and written with competence and objectivity. The
7-10 book gives a quite complete picture of medical practice during Rush's life-
time and gives, also, excellent coverage of the Patriot movement and the
war itself. An unusually long and carefully-compiled relative index is
appended.
Sargent, Shirley. Treasure at Flying Spur; illus. by Susannah Holden. Abelard-
Schuman, 1965. 159p. $3.
Nancy is invited to spend the summer in the mountains with her friend
M Cleo Goodfellow and the large and lively Goodfellow family. Nancy is
5-6 twelve, Cleo a year older; both girls and the assorted Goodfellow boys
become fascinated by finding an abandoned house-site that they set about
clearing and by the treasure-clue message they find on the site. The
treasure proves to be Indian artifacts of moderate value plus some family
mementoes; the site is saved for the owner, who was about to sell ... a
patterned denouement, a fairly patterned story. The writing style is ade-
quate, although some of the dialogue is stilted, family relationships and
friendship values are very good, and characterization is minimal.
Sasek, Miroslav. This Is Cape Kennedy. Macmillan, 1964. 60p. illus. Trade ed.
$2.95; Library ed. $3.51 net.
An interesting book but one that seems, because of the topic, less well
Ad adapted to Sasek's technique than are his books on cities. The kaleido-
4-6 scope of colorful impressions that gave vivid pictures of Rome or London
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seems here rather fragmented; the book gives material about the change
from a small Florida town to a booming community, it gives some recent
space-flight history, and it describes and illustrates the individual rockets
and missiles, a launching, and a manned orbital flight. There is a good
deal of information in the text, and the pictures are delightful, but the
combination of travel brochure and informational material seems dis-
crepant.
Sellassie, Sahle. Shinega's Village; Scenes of Ethiopian Life; tr. from Chaha by
Wolf Leslau; illus. by Li Gelpke. University of California Press, 1964.
112p. $3.95.
Translated from Chaha, an Ethiopian dialect, the story of Shinega that
Ad begins with his birth and ends just as he expects the birth of his first child.
7- Although the writing style is uneven and the story occasionally is slowed
by contrived introduction of cultural details, the book is most interesting
for the picture it gives of village life. There is little conflict in Shinega's
life, even though he becomes familiar with city customs, but the contrast is
shown. In Shinega's story are seen all of the local and tribal customs and
rituals of a complex, primitive, and dignified people.
Sentman, George Armor. Russky. Doubleday, 1965. 180p. $3.25.
A World War II story, in which a Ukrainian boy of fifteen escaped from
M a German camp and made for the American lines. The men of the unit
6-9 called young Pyotr "Russky" and became as fond of him as he of them;
eventually arrangements were made for Pyotr to come to the United
States. This framework of plot is used as a device for battle anecdotes,
humorous military incidents, and sketches of picturesque soldiers. The
total effect is that of a sentimental reunion with the guys from the old
gang-a little more maudlin than Mauldin.
Shire, Ellen. The Dancing Witch; story and pictures by Ellen Shire. McGraw-Hill,
1965. Trade ed. $2.75; Library ed. $2.84 net.
Not a Hallowe'en story, but ballet. Oona, a quiet little lady who lives
NR in a skyscraper apartment, wants to be a witch; she enjoys swinging out
K-2 into space on a broomstick tied to a fire escape railing. Oona falls asleep
and misses the audition for the role of the witch in the ballet "Hansel and
Gretel." Seen capering by the director, she gets the role anyway and
achieves stardom, fame, and wealth. There is a modicum of interest in the
theatrical background, but the plot seems only a superimposition, and
both the writing style and the illustrations are awkward.
Shura, Mary Francis. Run Away Home; illus. by James Spanfeller. Knopf, 1965.
13 5 p. $3.25.
An unusually good treatment of a familiar theme. Mike, eleven, is the
R only member of the family unhappy about moving from Kansas to Colo-
4-6 rado; Merrie is going to college and Elsie, at five, is happy wherever
there's a sandpile. Mike takes care of some goats in order to earn money
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to run away home to Kansas, but he finds that new interests and new
friends have made Colorado home to him. A crisis situation in which
Mike's help gains recognition for him is used to precipitate his realization
of his own acceptance by the community, but it is not too sudden and the
preceding events make it quite believable. The story is low-keyed and
realistic, with particularly good family relationships; the writing style is
smooth and balanced.
Silverberg, Robert. Scientists and Scoundrels; A Book of Hoaxes; illus. by Jerome
Snyder. T. Y. Crowell, 1965. 25 1p. $3.95.
Thirteen stories of famous hoaxes, most of them in scientific fields and
R all of them interesting. Mr. Silverberg has a lively style and an objective
7-10 eye; he combines a dramatic presentation with a measured evaluation of
motives and methods in the hoaxing. The reports range in time from the
fossil hoax perpetrated on a pedant in 1710 to the quite recent discovery
at the Metropolitan Museum that some Etruscan sculptures (on exhibit
for many years) were forgeries. An index and an extensive bibliography
divided by chapters are appended.
Silverman, Alvin. The American Newspaper. Luce, 1964. 75 p. illus. $1.95.
A competent book in coverage of material and in authenticity of detail,
Ad but rather liberally permeated with complacency about the role of the
7-10 press in public life. The text is well-organized, the writing style is ade-
quate; the small type and the lack of an index limit the usefulness of the
book. A brief list of suggestions for further reading is appended.
Simont, Marc. How Come Elephants? Harper, 1965. 4 1p. Trade ed. $2.50; Library
ed. $2.57 net.
An engaging little picture book with attractive illustrations and an in-
Ad genious question-and-answer text. "An elephant is a remarkable animal."
K-2 A tiny figure on the facing page stands, arms akimbo, and asks "Why?" As
the dialogue proceeds, quite a few facts about elephants creep in quietly.
Although it may be slightly confusing to have part fact, part fancy, the text
is well suited to being read aloud; the illustrative details are very funny
and quite charming.
Smith, Robert Paul. When I Am Big; pictures by Lillian Hoban. Harper, 1965.
32 p. Trade ed. $2.50; Library ed. $2.57 net.
A small book with engaging illustrations and a text that gives fresh
R treatment to a familiar theme. A very small boy has dreams of glory about
K-2 the delights of the future; then he will be adult and able to do all the
things that only father can do now; then he can tell his own little boy that
he, in his turn, will have to wait until he is big. The first-person text has
the natural sound of a child's rambling conversation; the pictures echo
the humor of the text in showing that all the yearned-for activities are
those that most adults would consider hard work: putting up screens,
shoveling the snowy driveway, changing a flat tire, etcetera. Also usable
for easy reading.
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Snyder, Louis L. The First Book of the Long Armistice 1919-1939; Europe Be-
tween Wars. Watts, 1964. 88p. illus. $2.65.
A well-organized and authoritative text on the interim years, with sev-
Ad eral chapters on historical background and on events and trends after
5-7 World War I: the search for peace, the development of political ex-
tremism, and the conflicting ideologies of dictatorship and democracy. A
chapter is devoted to each of the major countries involved in the wars, and
the last few chapters describe the accumulating momentum of incidents,
provocations, wars, and crises that led to World War II. The writing is
concise, occasionally choppy; the text covers such a complexity of events
on so many fronts that it is of necessity greatly compressed and heavy with
facts. A good relative index is appended.
Spencer, Cornelia. Keeping Ahead of Machines; The Human Side of the Automa-
tion Revolution. Day, 1965. 124p. illus. Trade ed. $3.50; Library ed. $3.29
net.
A discussion of automation and its advantages and disadvantages; the
Ad author's plea is that people use to the fullest and most satisfying measure
7-10 the new leisure they will gain. Mrs. Spencer gives some historical back-
ground about industrial automation and the effect it has had on society;
she describes the role and the functioning of computers and the adjust-
ments that people must make to working in an increasingly automated
culture. The book has a great deal of information and it has some provoca-
tive ideas, but the writing seems slow and heavy.
Sutcliffe, Jean. Jacko and Other Stories; illus. by Shirley Hughes. McGraw-Hill,
1965. 96p. Trade ed. $2.75; Library ed. $2.84 net.
A poem and ten very short stories, of which four are about Jacko, a
M mischievous pet monkey belonging to a childless couple. Most of the
K-2 stories are realistic, instructive, and low-key; the writing style is weak,
being often coy or sugary: "But she sounded so fond of him when she said
it that Jacko opened his eyes, and when he saw his own, dear Mrs. Robb
bending over him looking so nice and kind he sat right up, then jumped,
light as a leaf, onto the end of the bed, and onto her shoulder, and rubbed
his face against her cheek, and chattered sweetly and gently into her ear."
Terrell, John Upton. The United States Department of State; A Story of Diplo-
mats, Embassies, and Foreign Policy. Duell, 1964. 121p. $3.50.
Although the writing style is dry, this is a competently written and very
R informative book: well-organized, comprehensive, and providing some
6-9 background of policy as well as facts about organization and function. Mr.
Terrell briefly discusses the early history of the Department of State and
the role of the Secretary (and the department) in foreign relations. He
describes the hundreds of varied responsibilities of the department here
and abroad, particularly the individual responsibilities of the men and
women serving in embassies, legations, and consulates. A list of cities in
which there are foreign service posts is included; appended is a handy list
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of Secretaries of State and the major foreign policy problems and decisions
of their terms of office.
Thayer, Jane. Emerald Enjoyed the Moonlight; illus. by Seymour Fleishman. Mor-
row, 1964. 30p. Trade ed. $2.95; Library ed. $2.88 net.
Emerald is a cat who lives with Mrs. Bucklestone; Mrs. Bucklestone is a
M confirmed television viewer. One night Emerald goes out to enjoy the full
K-2 moon and evades his owner when she comes to call him in; blandly the
cat strolls down to the lake (pleased to have company) and frantically
Mrs. Bucklestone tries to catch Emerald while her dress tears and her
coiffure disintegrates. When she sees the beauty of the moon's path on the
water, Mrs. Bucklestone realizes what she has been missing while watch-
ing television. Emerald, at whom she has been railing, gets a dish of crab-
meat. The message is clear, the plot is slight and attenuated, the style
simple; the illustrations echo the humor of the story in showing Emerald's
imperturbable independence.
Thompson, Eileen. The Apache Gold Mystery; illus. by James Russell. Abelard-
Schuman, 1965. 143p. $3.
Twelve-year-old Danny had been orphaned when his father died in an
M accident; Danny, determined to prove that his father had not been guilty
5-7 of drunken driving, runs off to investigate on his own. He meets an Indian
boy running away from a white school and the two join forces, rescuing an
injured forest ranger who has been searching for them. The mystery is
solved, Danny's father is cleared, and Danny is adopted by the forest
ranger. Some of the outdoor scenes are good, and the friendship between
the two boys is drawn with warmth, but the plot seems contrived-both in
the solution of the mystery and in the solution of Danny's future.
Treadgold, Mary. The Winter Princess; illus. by Pearl Falconer. Van Nostrand,
1964. 112p. Trade ed. $3.50; Library ed. $3.37 net.
Four English children have tea every Friday at Hampton Court Palace
Ad with elderly, widowed Lady Carron, whose husband had been Governor
5-6 of the African territory of Kalinde. Sara and the others are delighted to
hear that they are going to have a winter visit from a Princess of that
land; they are even more delighted when Ola turns out to be a lively girl
of their own age. Together all the children foil the plan of an unpleasant
newspaperman who is determined to prove that Sir Alfred Carron did not
deserve his hero's reputation. The book has originality of plot, good
style, and good relationships among the children; it is weakened by the
exaggerated characterizations of Bly, the obnoxious reporter, and of his
sister, a detested classmate of the others.
Wahl, Jan. Cabbage Moon; illus. by Adrienne Adams. Holt, 1965. 29p. Trade ed.
$3.50; Library ed. $3.27 net.
Very attractively illustrated, a read-aloud modem fairy tale. Princess
M Adelgitha and her dog Jennie both love the cabbage moon (shown
K-2 throughout the book as a full head of pale-green cabbage with eyes, nose,
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and mouth) and pursue the old miser Lorenzo Squink when he steals the
moon out of the sky. Just as the moon is about to become a salad, Jennie
jumps through the window-glass and rescues it; Princess Adelgitha tosses
the moon back to the sky and marries a suitor who says that the moon
looks like acabbage. The text is awkwardly put together, although many
of the phrases and most of the concepts have humor.
Warner, Edythe Records. Siamese Summer; written and illus. by Edythe Records
Warner. Viking, 1964.54p. $3.
A book about the first summer that two Siamese cats, city-bred, spend
Ad in the country. The book has no storyline but consists of a series of epi-
4-6 sodes about the rural phenomena (chiefly zoological) encountered by Hai
and Tai. The soft, realistic illustrations are very attractive; the text will
probably be limited in appeal to readers interested in nature study, since
it moves from one brief encounter to another: for example, two pages on
the pileated woodpecker are followed by three on the weasel and then by
a description of the meeting between the cats and a hognose snake.
Watson, Nancy Dingman. Sugar on Snow; illus. by Aldren A. Watson. Viking,
1964. 4 3p. Trade ed. $3; Library ed. $3.04 net.
A good real-aloud story about sugaring off, illustrated with clean,
R spacious pictures in black, white, and blue. Cammie is the middle child in
K-2 a farm family, and she is counting on having sugar on snow for her birth-
day party. Cammie asks a few questions, her little sister Caitlin asks many
more; big brother Peter explains the right time for tapping. When it snows
on Cammie's birthday, the children sate themselves happily on maple
sugar cooled in snow. The whole process is simply described, the clear
pictures being especially helpful in showing construction of the sugar
house equipment.
Watts, May Theilgaard. The Doubleday First Guide to Trees; illus. by Michael
Bevans. Doubleday, 1965. 32 p. $1.50.
A very good first book for identification of trees, marred slightly by an
R occasional irrelevancy: "The nuts are hard to crack, but once you taste
4-6 one, you will want to crack another, and another, and another." For the
most part, the information given is pertinent; the illustrations are clear, the
style is succinct, and the scope is adequate. A page is devoted to each
tree, save for those pages in which several varieties are discussed in a
double-page spread. The first two pages give general information about
those features that can be used for distinguishing kinds of trees; on the
succeeding pages, however, only some of these aspects are examined for
each tree.
Willard, Barbara. Storm from the West; illus. by Douglas Hall. Harcourt, 1964.
189p. $3.25.
When Nicholas and Charlotte are told that their mother, who has been
R widowed twelve years, is going to marry an American with four mother-
6--9 less children they brace themselves for the worst. The four Graham
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children fly to Scotland for a joint vacation and the worst does, indeed,
happen. They brawl. Distressed, the parents go off so that their six
progeny can learn to know each other well enough to get along in peace;
with a few stumbles and mishaps, they do. The plot is simple, but the
easy writing style, the natural dialogue, and the very real and highly dif-
ferentiated children combine to make a charming story; the Scottish set-
ting and a mild infusion of Scottish characters add to the charm.
Winn, Alison. Swings and Things; illus. by Jennie Corbett and Peggy Fortnum.
Rand McNally, 1965. 112p. $2.95.
A collection of stories and poems previously published in Great Britain
M under the titles Swings and Things (1963) and Roundabout (1961). Most
K-2 of the selections are about animals, and the animals tend to cuteness in
behavior and dialogue: Patrick the pig says, "Grunt, grunt. Good morn-
ing . . ," the "five fat, furry little kittens opened their blue, blue eyes and
looked about them," and-in the story of the two little rabbits who sail off
in a balloon-drawn umbrella-one rabbit is given to such expressions as
"Barbecues and butterdrops!" or "Seapinks and sausagesl" Although
several of the stories are suitable for readers in the middle grades, the pre-
ponderance of stories about little animals indicates a read-aloud audience.
Winterfeld, Henry. Trouble at Timpetill; tr. from the German by Kyrill Schabert;
illus. by William M. Hutchinson. Harcourt, 1965. 192p. $3.50.
Translated from the German, the story of a small town in which all the
M adults leave in order to teach the children a lesson. Only some of the chil-
4-6 dren have been errant, and these are a source of trouble to the more re-
sponsible element of their peers. Thirteen-year-old Michael, nicknamed
"Professor," tells the story of the ways by which a gradually growing
group of sobering children organize for health, shelter, safety, and peace.
They start the turbine in the powerhouse, get the waterworks to function,
feed all the littler children, and operate the telephone exchange. The
matrix is not convincingly established and Michael seems improbably
omniscient; the story has some appeal in the challenge of the overcoming-
all-odds situation.
Wise, Winifred Esther. Harriet Beecher Stowe; Woman with a Cause. Putnam,
1965. 190p. Trade ed. $3.50; Library ed. $3.29 net.
An excellent biography of Mrs. Stowe; the writing style is sedate but not
R by any means dull, and the biography is made vividly real. A strong,
6-9 capable, and sensitive person, Harriet Beecher Stowe was primarily in-
fluenced by her father, a zealous Calvinist. Married to a weak man, she
assumed the dominant role as wife, mother, and provider through years of
poverty. She had written before, but none of her work had made the in-
stantaneous success that Uncle Tom's Cabin did. Determined to write a
book that would rouse indignation at slavery, Mrs. Stowe did not dream
that her book would bring that result immediately nor that it would make
her a famous and a wealthy woman. A bibliography and an index are
appended.
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